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Welcome our new President: Toni Bruner 

Do what you love and you'll never work a day in your life! Isn't that how the  

saying goes? For me these words couldn't be any truer.  

 

You see I'm blessed to have a job in one of the most diverse states in the nation 

working alongside some of Alabama's brightest educators. 

 

My life has taken me down many roads. As a young girl I spent most of my sum-

mers at Fort Toulouse in Wetumpka, AL where my father worked. It was there 

among the riverside, Spanish Moss and singing birds that I developed my love for 

nature. Come lunchtime Dad and I would wonder to the watersõ edge to dip a 

pole. Those were some of the best days of my life.  

 

When I was thirteen I went to work for my uncle in his salon and before I knew it 

fourteen years had passed. Nevertheless, I had not lost my love for the outdoors, 

just my way. As circumstances would have it Mother Nature wasn't done with me. 
I took a part time position with Legacy 

Partners in Environmental Education, 

which was supposed to be temporary. 

I found myself assisting the Educations 

Manger Marijean Hadley and man did I 

love it! She taught me so much and 

helped rekindle by passion for  

protecting our environment. I decided 

to go back to school, got my degree 

and have been traveling the world in 

my pursuits to better educate myself 

and others about our amazing planet. 

As if that wasn't enough I now have 

the opportunity to serve you as EEAA 

President. I am humbled by your trust 

and confidence and look forward to 

our future. 

 

We are going to have an amazing 

2016!  

Toni Bruner 
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2016 Conference Highlights  

This yearõs annual conference was held in Camp McDowellõs newest addition, Bethany Village.  

Participants enjoyed lodges and meeting spaces with beautiful views, as well as delicious food and 

quality fellowship with other environmental educators from all over the state.  

 
Some participants came in early for the Environmental 

Education in the Classroom preconference workshop. 

Shirley Farrell with the Alabama State Department of  

Education spent the day modeling ways to use school 

yards as ee field trip locations and research labs. 

 

 

 

 

 
Participants left this workshop with EE activities which are 

aligned to College and Career Readiness Standards and an EE 

kit filled with classroom resources 

 

 

 

 

 
Maggie Johnston, Director of McDowell Environmental  

Center led an Environmental Educator Provider Round 

Table as a preconference activity. This informal group  

discussion focused on environmental programming,  

resource coordination and collaboration, problem solving 

and other topics of interest to participants.    

 

 

Doug Carpenter Hall           Home to our speakers, auctions, and dining. 


